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PREFACE

Basic German is aimed at absolute beginners and those learners who have

some knowledge of German but who need to refresh and consolidate basic

structures. It can be used on its own or in connection with any major German

coursebook and it is suitable for self-study, class-based learning or reference

purposes.

Presentation of grammar

The book explains the essentials of German grammar in clear and simple

language. The format is easily accessible and grammar topics follow a pro-

gression, which moves from simple aspects to more complex features. For

more in-depth study, there are cross-references to related grammar items.

Explanations are simple and avoid specialised terminology while introducing

key terms. The vocabulary is practical and functional. It is introduced on a

cumulative basis and builds on vocabulary associated with topics featured in

major course books.

Structure of units

There are 28 units. Each unit covers one key grammar topic, which is con-

trasted with English structures where appropriate. Each topic starts out with

an overview. This is followed by detailed explanation in an easy-to-follow

step-by-step layout, breaking down complex aspects into simple segments.

Examples in English and German illustrate each point and introduce relevant

vocabulary.

Checklists and exercises

Integrated exercises allow immediate practice to consolidate each grammar

point. Exercises are varied and progress from simple recognition to more

complex application of grammar points.

A checklist at the end of each unit reinforces main points and provides an

opportunity to self-assess understanding of the material covered.

Answers to all exercises and checklists are at the end of the book.

Using the book as a grammar reference

Unit headings indicate which grammar point is covered, and the glossary

provides clear deﬁnitions and simple explanations of key grammatical terms.

When appropriate, cross-references are provided within units.

Extra features

Unit 1 highlights some basic principles where the structures of German are

fundamentally diﬀerent from English. It explains their characteristics in

simple terms and draws attention to underlying patterns. Extra tips on how

to learn a language and learning speciﬁc grammar points are provided in this

unit and throughout the book.

The book is suitable for

• independent learners

• GCSE preparation

• AS/A-level revision

• beginners’ courses at university and in further education

• adult education courses.

viii Preface

UNIT ONE

What’s different in German? Basic tips

and patterns

Learning German is often perceived as diﬃcult. In 1880, Mark Twain

famously dubbed it ‘the awful German language’, protesting ‘Surely there is

not another language that is so slipshod and systemless, and so slippery and

elusive to the grasp’ (Mark Twain, ‘The awful German language’, The Tramp

Abroad, 1880 (Harmondsworth: Penguin 1997), pp. 390–402).

But is this really the case? One thing that is very helpful in learning German

is that it is a systematic language, which follows rules. There are many ways to

make these rules easier to learn, and there are quite a few tips which will help

you in learning the language.

If you approach the language step by step you will ﬁnd that it is much

easier than you may think at the beginning. Here are pointers to some basic

principles where German is diﬀerent from English, and which may be useful

before you start out with the grammar proper.

Spelling – capital letters and different characters

There are a few ways in which German spelling is diﬀerent from English.

Capital letters for nouns

German is one of the few languages which uses
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